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Half Dome has one of the most distinctive profiles of
any rock face. While always recognizable, it changes
with the seasons, the time of day, and the viewpoint. The
view from Mirror Lake provides a somewhat distorted
view of the familiar profile, but this vantage point
enabled me to obtain the wide base (25 yards) necessary
for a stereograph with depth.

The scene rises at an abrupt angle. With the camera
(elevation 4,000 feet) pointed upward at a 45° angle, the
lowest part of the view pictured in the stereograph is at
about 5,000 feet. Hidden in the clouds is the bottom of
the face of Half Dome, which starts at 7,000 feet and
climbs to about 9,000 feet. The structure coming
forward in the right-hand center of the image is the
Diving Board. This is the location from which Ansel
Adams made his famous photograph Monolith, the
Face of Half Dome, in 1927.

On most days there are no clouds in Yosemite Valley, but
on this April day, the weather had been particularly
volatile, with an unseasonably late snow two days
previously. Because of the prevailing west wind, low
altitude clouds get channeled to the eastern end of the
Valley, where they bump up against Half Dome and the
aptly named Cloud's Rest. I spent from 3:30PM until
sunset watching the clouds come and go and change
shape in front of Half Dome.

David M. Lee
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